THE   THEORY   OF   PRODUCTION
kept in mind, yet you must avoid a fiat and formal picture
I mean, a gesture made up-stage is as effective often as one
across   Turning away from the audience is often useful
Often you can make a light 01 left turn with equal effect
One need not always kneel on the down-stage knee   A
certain amount of such latitude in varying stage 'rules* - in
themselves a necessary basis - helps to give depth and di-
mension to the action, whereas a rigid adherence to them
may result m a stylized flatness Wide and graceful gestures
and picturesque positions generally are, of course, de-
manded not by any consideiatfons of period, as is sometimes
supposed, but to establish again the extra dimension of
poetic drama
i> At every moment the pioducer must have regaid to the
"stage group He should be continually at work to make
grouping significant I give a few simple instances Three
persons alone on the stage look bad if equidistant Whether
or not they are m a straight line, the equidistance itseli
leaves them in non-significant relation, whereas one facing
two placed together is powerful, since you then get oppo-
sition, which implies conflict, that is action, and therefore
drama Even though the persons be friendly, this holds for
conversation is itself a soit of conflict Certainly if you get
a quarrel, as with Brutus and Cassius, the opponents must
lace each othei strongly and use the whole stage Such con-
siderations are important the formality of grouping at
every instant should be significant to the eye If you disa-
gree with these ideas, then have others, but do not leave
these things to chance In gioupmg a big informal crowd
addressed by a central figure up-stage you must deploy
your actors, not m diagonal lines sloping towaids the cen-
tral figure, but rather in small serried ranks parallel to the
audience, close against the wing cuitains, the ranks, of
course, getting more central as you woik up-stage Entrances
of important people should be given careful ceremonial, the
stage filling from both sides to avoid a piocession These are
Ipnly a few general and basic ideas but the grouping should